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H was shortly after my qraduation
and entering the field of architectural
practice that | came to realize the
preblems of Arabic Hechnical \diermg,
| found the gystem wholly ‘mappropnak
and of 2 very peor graphic effedt,

ft aet me Hhinking and, wih investiqa-
ton, | attributed Faulls o bath pro-
ffesionale mrkirg an + and the

resources at theilr clisposal,

My cslleagues were vequiring an Avabic
lefterghyle that weuld mateh the
Fechno - avchitectural foms they were
preducing.

At heir dispesal thene is their own
freehand \eftering , the aid of proffes-
tenal caligraphers, letlerquides and dw-
franster ahe=ts.



MoeHy uoy will find Hhem vsing English
nspite. of their weak knowledge of
i, for Hhe blocky «ffect Roman
characters give . When it becomes
necessary o vse Arabic ,hey
would hand down 4héir shects +o

caligraphers.

Calligraphers today acqure heir b
with litte or no formal training st all .
tr was somctime in their past when
ey cbserved a certain poleahaliy
m heir handwriting, decided +o
commence forth, havmg nothing
better to do, and become calligraph-
ers. They lack the proper raining and
Knowledge of design and cowposthion.
Their work while Far behind 4he
etandards reguired by modern demands,
lacks the originality and perfeciness
that marks the begutiful calligraphic
forms produced ty massters of sur

When considering e materials, dry-
fransfer is dwmost all or headline
and display effects. Srercils are
cumbersame and cuukward, and
movevey devoid of the reguied
slyle . Nathing really goodt .

With all thia 4o coneider, | st forth
some ten month® &qe hoping o
mprove the sttuation.

Ar he beginning | was much pows-
essed by and , consequentiy, con-
cetrated on improving |efteraudes.
| think. they pose move prablems
than any other madium and the
soluthions avwrived &t can be easily
applied +o the dry-transfer
ldrering procese wrih only mnor
edjustments.



Thi® commentary 1% an affempt ©
Sescribe the. des\gn, and gve an
account on the process by which
r+ was concswed and wplemented.
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My firsh skep was +o st the critena
requinec o shape up bafer stencils
Hhan what waee commenly avalable,
some o which wee wmally tugh things
o vge.

Arabic leffering stencils usually come
n more than one pree , particvlarly for
e lager gizes, with a dooble opy-
ahon for cach chavacter wheva you
had to trace the characthere outine
and then fill & in (Fa o), Single aivake
Arabic leferquides de exel but the

one [tried gave such awkward lether-
ing that 't could harlly rste with even
he most prmrtve laumans hand writing.
| wonder how s poduchion s jushified
(Fig 1a).
N crder 4o alons these. mperfactions
lad‘%‘l‘l‘ﬂ{‘u“anim-.

T The slyle shauld hawe a hechne-

archiimscdural chayacter
2:t ghovld complly , 85 much as
ﬁ%ftﬁﬁ%d&c@-



MM' ouub LOJD\QLﬂj@ J‘E
@L AT o A AT

1a) e ecriphure abowe ducead senc) under the i
P8 e Lo ol s medion e pn) sttt s ioucret /g S

a 1b) mis
{iﬁg h-sr-::‘ e
=amrer - A adble
upzfm ﬂ'I.UH'I.Fl]E;
Plece. MM’;:H*

| ."""""’ﬂ"wmrﬂ- -uGﬁ’%""@"’*“w



..ul.u_.nn. .m'..n:lmq a U

.__.,uq,q ﬂ o ¢B{i,w|

Eu,,.g.-sas%s&

23

heye  reduced In number, 8o that
all couvid be held avi a aingle ehig’

-

A major lesve was e deciding en
the required ‘style’.

Treddiona) Arabic calligraphy has
+wo distwctive siyles Ahe hard geare
(g 2a) and the edt genvs (Fa2b),

| choee 1o improviee onthe Kufic
sifle <F the hard genre for e gvong
geometric aspect andl e eady dec-
oratfive qualﬂm

The problem remamsd, in the fact-that
e Kofic slule 1= nat much Amiliar
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2b
ae i}t ie nal used ©r geners! madim
ad prinfirg purposes.
Soft gonre slyles ae the Naskhi,
the comnen prinking fount, and e
ok'a, Br handwriting , & moes
receanizable and common.
My eolution was 1o intredues | in
carntrokad doe=g”, an amourt of
scfiness intothe hawd shules. The
reeult whie retaining the olocky
crarcter of the hadalules, waould
bav= Hhe appes! and fmiliarty oF
e common es® lefarme.
The contriing agent thwughoot the

t....iﬂ.!
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blending procass was my cwun conv-
icHon of what each letter should
Jook like . | made ir up that each
characher had 1o be that particular
letter n the firsh place, and it had ts
be 4he \etterstyle as well.

| deviged a “structuns sheet* SHom
which the charackers could be gener
ated (55 3 ).

The shruchure shest was my meane for
requlating line motion and achievingan
acceptable degree of uniformity . |
found aut later that e amount of
uniformify | was originally requining
better f more variety in line movement
was, dm o4 but for cur purpoes,
readabilify st the level of 4exdt
reading can, accephably be ascri-
fiv=d. The shyle is otheruise vexy

clear and 'k!giblﬂ..

OF merofilm standards | chose the
01 h  Ine thickness / lefter  height
rahio. H was difficult, however, +o
apply the OTh lower case height
as |ders started 4o ook strangs.

| substituted t+ for a O.E0N rato
and things wee OK. again.

Aa all the bseic line movements
were determined and the shruchre
sheet implementied | sharked comp-
osing the individval characters,
’|'ra:::|n4_:_ Hrem ~F Hhe QTUC."'U\’E
shest with pencil on thin Arancpareny
paper; picking up the porhons «f
line that preduce the Idier:

The character 4nen is gradually
porfectsd untill an scceptable fom
s arrived at, and with the accom-
vlahen of a usable number oF
characters, | toskad \dier gqoup-
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ing checking or compatbility , ce-
The grouping procedure surfacs]
a new prfbl:m:‘ﬂ'}&l‘df lefer con-
hection.

Writhg is a made of thought exp-
reesion, and it is Hruly conve ment
i one can write at an equal pacs
dothe rate of (dea gereration.
Connecting lefiexs considexably
mcxaecs the cpe=ad a?uarﬂ'ug In
Arabic  harduwrifing ie netonly
fexilitated by leter connection bur
aleo by chavacter form wanation in
accordance with +he position of the
ket in the. ward, ( Inthal , medial .
ard t=minal), all thiso be sugment-
od by e omithon of e +acit
short vowels . In His respact Avab-
ic harr.luaﬁ%iwg becoanes an ulrimat-
glg coriVenent and mﬂ c:fgal’t't:
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AN example o ordinary Aabic handuwrieg:

MY oan .. it may net be-that gead but t mally
furns me en o wrile this wau -~ 9
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made for expreesing human thought.
Even 4nhough letter connection
might nst be a= beautiful when
Cﬂtsicbrlhﬂ wechanycal lettering
Proceeses S printg |, Tuping -
=, , Ardbic lelexe reman con-
neoied with almest all mechanical

Processas (n Uee now... sa ket it
e,

| foond +that dmest all initial
letteres can sunve @= madial ones
and, thorsfore by amithing e

can have only 2 charactexrs per
ey ngdead of four (Fig 4t ).
Nat enly gEining i redycing tne
numbey dﬁ'ﬂmcm‘ﬂm&em,b&ﬂﬁ
tracing of many chavacters will
becomz much casier and wore
accurake , asthe passing in from
e leading cormecton 4othe
ineide of the monded lefters 4s
offen happens, cavess -the, pen to
leose TS Arack and cventually
distort the chavacker Bn(Fg 5).

1
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The basic problem, actually, wsthe  revise tat produchon stages.

cetermaabon of the length of the
conneching segment: After mest of Hhe characters weve

“The sgment had tobe long encugh sk=khad oot and carfilly balanced |
o reach the balfom right of figures commenced, prapaning accurate. caw-
ike D and 1) and yet comect mae with ink on tracing paper. As this
with othexe like |  and ~ I\ with- was fnishadt | had them pheto coped
out undue epace betueen Hhem. tothe number equired to compose. The
A length of O35h is o present fur-lme. layout shown akove.
satisfecfory , hoping 4o thoraughly
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Cutiing and pasting came next:
naracters were cambined o wards
and the words were aranged in the
four ines and then hung vpon auwall
where | had +hem photographed.
Real trovble slarte=d here.
Lﬂ:kchaqmpmd‘,mﬁrmr
Yy e=rvices, shorfage o fime
é"ﬂ mnhnumﬁ Hdc*-'at.ﬁ'ﬁ -F:IE:I
frustration sver frustration ... H fosk
mxe -Hine Wan [Ae e;q::sc\ed, even
mares than it did, to cxeahe and, 1mp-
lement the, design. Anuhow, | man-
ared oot Hough he clouds o
cbk:.lo‘:ne!‘ vapour and eqw%ﬁ
format o a cinde 135 mm frame. .
| then had the Aexibility Yo print
o {he gizes | requived . | warnthsd to
ge= how the ledrere will look. in
their achual working eizes ...
e we=ults wore quite anco ng /
thoee that had caen 't liked i+ and

| thovaht that it could probably
work a way rough predeshion,

2o here we are:

The Avyabic Technical
Letterstyle



